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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S. C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: replace "severs" with 
servers-. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 16 is objected to because of the following informalities: replace "deciding which 
the plurality" to -deciding which of the plurality-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

5. Claims 1-8 and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanaka 
(6,564,256). 

Regarding claim 1: Tanaka discloses communicating means (Fig. 1, relay server PI) for 
communicating with a plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) and a different relay 
server (Fig. 1, relay server P2); and connection information holding means (Fig. 1, cache CI) for 
holding connection information (col 5, In. 52-55) of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, 
terminal Tl-Tn) capable of communicating by the communication means (Fig. 1, relay server 
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PI); wherein the communicating means (Fig. 1, relay server PI) refers to the connection 
information (col. 5, In. 52-55) based on a connection demand (col 5, In. 47-55) from one of the 
plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn), and relays communication to another one 
of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) via the different relay server (Fig. 1, 
relay server P2). 

Regarding claim 2: Tanaka satisfies all the elements of claim 1 . Tanaka further discloses 
wherein the communicating means (Fig. 1, relay server PI) receives the connection information 
(col. 5, In. 52-55) the different relay server (Fig. 1, relay server P2) holds and stores connection 
information (col 5, In. 52-55) in the connection information holding means (Fig. 1, cache C2). 
Regarding claim 3: Tanaka discloses a plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn); 
and a plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) connected to the plurality of 
network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) by a network, wherein one of the plurality of network 
devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) establishes a communication path with one of the plurality of 
relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) and carries out communication by performing a 
connection demand (col. 5, In. 47-55) with another one of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 
1, terminal Tl-Tn), and the one relay server (Fig. 1, relay server PI) relays the communication 
with the other network device (Fig. 1, terminal Tl -Tn) via at least one other relay server (Fig. 1, 
relay server P2) of the plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) based on the 
connection demand (col. 5, In. 47-55) from the one network device (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) (col. 
6, In. 19-37). 

Regarding claim 4: Tanaka satisfies all the elements of claim 1. Tanaka further discloses 
wherein each of the plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) obtains connection 
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information of each of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn), each of the 
plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) is connected to and capable of 
communicating with each of the plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) (col. 5, 
In. 57-60), and each of the plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) decides 
which relay server is relayed (col. 6, In. 49-56). 

Regarding claim 5: Tanaka discloses communicating means (Fig. 1, relay server PI) for 
communicating with a plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) and a different relay 
server (Fig. 1, relay server P2); and connection information holding means (Fig. 1, cache CI) for 
holding connection information (col. 5, In. 52-55) of the network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl- 
Tn) which are capable of communicating, wherein the communicating means (Fig. 1, relay 
server PI) renews the connection information based on a demand from one of the plurality of 
network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn), and notifies the renewed connection information to the 
different relay server (Fig. 1, relay server P2) based on renewal of the connection information 
(col. 5, In. 52-55) (col. 6, In. 49-56). 

Regarding claim 6: Tanaka discloses communicating means (Fig. 1, relay server PI) for 
communicating with a plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) and a different relay 
server (Fig. 1, relay server P2); and connection information holding means (Fig. 1, cache CI) for 
holding connection information (col. 5, In. 52-55) of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, 
terminal Tl-Tn) which are capable of communicating, wherein the communicating means (Fig. 
1, relay server PI) renews the connection information (col. 5, In. 52-55) within the connection 
information holding means (Fig. 1, cache CI) based on renewal notification of connection 
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information from the different relay server (Fig. 1, relay server P2) (col. 5, In. 52-55) (col. 6, In. 
49-56). 

Regarding claim 7: Tanaka discloses a plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn); 
and a plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) connected to the plurality of 
network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) by a network, wherein one of the plurality of network 
devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) establishes a communication path with one of the plurality of 
relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) and carries out communication by performing a 
connection demand (col. 5, In. 47-55) with another one of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 
1, terminal Tl-Tn), and the one relay server (Fig. 1, relay server PI) holds connection 
information (col. 5, In. 52-55) of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) which 
are capable of communicating, renews the connection information (col. 5, In. 52-55) based on the 
connection demand (col 5, In. 47-55), notifies the renewed connection information to different 
relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2), and renews the connection information based on 
renewal notification of connection information transmitted from the different relay servers (Fig. 
1, relay server PI and P2) (col. 5, In. 52-55) (col. 6, In. 49-56). 

Regarding claim 8: Tanaka discloses a plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn); 
and a plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2) connected to the plurality of 
network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) by a network, a data base server (Fig. 1, data base 2) 
for holding connection information of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) 
and providing the connection information to the plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI 
and P2), wherein one of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn) establishes a 
communication path with one of the plurality of relay servers Fig. 1, relay server PI and P2), and 
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carries out communication by performing a connection demand (col. 5, In. 47-55) with another 
one of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn), and wherein the one relay server 
(Fig. 1, relay server PI) renews the connection information based on the connection demand 
(col. 5, In. 47-55) form the one network device (Fig. 1, terminal Tl-Tn), the one relay server 
(Fig. 1, relay server PI) causes the data base server (Fig. 1, data base 2) to hold the renewed 
connection information (col. 5, In. 52-55) (col. 6, In. 49-56). 

Regarding claim 12: The structural elements of apparatus claim 3 perform all of the steps of 
method claim 12. Thus, claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons discussed in the rejection of 
claim 3. 

Regarding claim 13: Tanaka satisfies all the elements of claim 12. The structural elements of 
apparatus claim 4 perform all of the steps of method claim 13. Thus, claim 13 is rejected for the 
same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 4. 

Regarding claim 14: Tanaka satisfies all the elements of claim 12. The structural elements of 
apparatus claim 5 perform all of the steps of method claim 14. Thus, claim 14 is rejected for the 
same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 5. 

Regarding claim 15: Tanaka satisfies all the elements of claim 15. The structural elements of 
apparatus claim 7 perform all of the steps of method claim 15. Thus, claim 15 is rejected for the 
same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 7. 

Regarding claim 16: Tanaka satisfies all the elements of claim 15. Tanaka further discloses 
obtaining the connection information (col. 5, In. 52-55) of the plurality of network devices (Fig. 
1, terminal Tl-Tn) established with the communication path to the another relay server (Fig. 1, 
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relay server P2), and deciding which of the plurality of relay servers (Fig. 1, relay server PI and 
P2) to relay. 

Regarding claim 17: Tanaka satisfies all the elements of claim 15. The structural elements of 
apparatus claim 6 perform all of the steps of method claim 17. Thus, claim 17 is rejected for the 
same reasons discussed in the rejection of claim 6. 

Regarding claim 18: Arguments analogous to those stated in the rejection of claim 1 are 
applicable. 

Regarding claim 19: Arguments analogous to those stated in the rejection of claim 2 are 
applicable. 

Regarding claim 20: Arguments analogous to those stated in the rejection of claim 4 are 
applicable. 

6. Claims 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Joffe et al. 
(6,801,341). 

Regarding claim 9: Joffe et al. disclose a facsimile machine (Fig. 2, Fax 32) connected to an 
inner network (Fig. 2, PSTN 36); a gateway device (Fig. 2, AS 40) for connecting the inner 
network (Fig. 2, PSTN 36) to an outer network (Fig. 2, IP network 46); and a plurality of relay 
servers (Fig. 2, fax relay server 50 and mail server 74) connected to the outer network (Fig. 2, IP 
network 46), wherein the facsimile machine (Fig. 2, Fax 32) makes connection to one of the 
plurality of relay servers (Fig. 2, fax relay server 50 and mail server 74) in advance via the 
gateway device (Fig. 2, AS 40), and then transmits or receives an image (col. 4, In. 24-28), and 
the one relay server (Fig. 2, fax relay server 50) relays communication of the image between the 
gateway device (Fig. 2, AS 40) and another gateway device (Fig. 2, AS 62) by carrying out the 
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communication with one or a plurality of the gateway devices (Fig. 2, AS 40, 56, 62) and one or 
a plurality of different relay servers (Fig. 2, fax relay server 50 and mail server 74) (col. 5, In. 6- 
10). 

Regarding claim 10: Joffe et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 9. Joffe et al. further disclose 
wherein the one relay server (Fig. 2, fax relay server 50) manages the facsimile machine (Fig. 2, 
Fax 32) to be connected thereto in accordance with identifying information specific to the 
facsimile machine (Fig. 2, Fax 32) (col. 5, In. 48-61). 

Regarding claim 11: Joffe et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 9. Joffe et al. further disclose 
wherein a plurality of facsimile machines (Fig. 2, fax 32 and fax 70) within the inner network 
(Fig. 2, PSTN 36) and another inner network (Fig. 2, PSTN 66) can be connected to the one relay 
server (Fig. 2, fax relay server 50) via the gateway device (Fig. 2, AS 40) and the another 
gateway device (Fig. 2, AS 62), and the one relay server (Fig. 2, fax relay server 50) manages 
each of the plurality of facsimile machines (Fig. 2, fax 32 and fax 70) to be connected thereto in 
accordance with identifying information specific to each of the plurality of facsimile machines 
(Fig. 2, fax 32 and fax 70) (col. 5, In. 1 1-18). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charlotte M. Baker whose telephone number is 571-272-7459. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/045,897 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2626 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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